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anymore. Purchasing brand new candles to replace ee ee ee 
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them can be expensive, but you can recycle them ata 


fraction of the cost right in your own kitchen. These 
new creations can be custom made to match your 
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home décor and you can use a variety of candle holders that make them one of a kind. Follow 
these steps to recycle candles you may have in your home. 
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How to Recycle Candles 


Collect partially used candles. Purchase additional candles at discount dollar stores 

or yard sales. Separate the candles by color and scent if needed. Use a flat screwdriver 
or butter knife to cut the wax into small pieces. Scrape wax out of jars or holders with a spoon 
and remove the wicks. Store the wax chunks in sealed storage bags until you are ready to 
recycle them.!1 


|S Hlow to Recycle Candles 


Purchase needed supplies and containers. Your local craft store will have the wicks, 

fragrance, and dyes you may wish to use. Candle holders can include jars, glasses, or 
even a tin can. You can also use a mold to make wick-less candle disks or decorative candles 
for the holidays.!21 


About This Article 


Co-authors: Updated: Views: 
7 August 5, 2019 176,851 


93% of readers found this article helpful. 


PW Wee hy 2 2108-20% 


Click a star to add your vote 


Heidi Bishop 


Mar 19, 2019 


"Had loads of old candles around the house, 
so was really inspired to reuse what we had. 
| had a lovely afternoon..." more 


More success stories Share yours! 


You Might Also Like 


Put Out a Candle How to 
Ww with Your Fingers Decorate Candles 
Find a large saucepan that will accommodate the amount of wax you will use. 
‘ : J ‘ ’ 
Use pans that are you do not use for general cooking or purchase old pans at discount i # 


H 
stores or yard sales. A pan with a spout is perfect for pouring the hot wax into candle w 4 


Reuse Broken 
holders./8] How to Stemware As 
Make Newspaper Garden Candle 
Logs Holders 


DVERTISEMENT 


How to Recycle Candles 


Place the saucepan on the stove on low heat. Allow the pan to warm before adding 
the wax. Keep the burner on low so the wax does not heat too quickly. Stir occasionally to 
break up any chunks. This process can take up to 40 minutes. |4] 


How to Recycle Candles 


Prepare the candle holders while you are waiting for the wax to melt. Measure the 
needed wick length so that the wick touches the bottom of the holder and stays straight. 
Tie the wick string around a pencil to help it stay in place over the center of the candle holder.{51 


How to Recyc!: Candies 


Check the wax and stir until any remaining chunks are dissolved. Add fragrances 
or candle dye to help intensify the color of the candles. Follow manufacturer instructions 
on both the fragrance and coloring for best results.!®] 
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Use a mesh strainer and pour the hot wax through into another pan. Using a 
strainer will help remove any remnants of dirt or burnt wick from the wax. 


How to Recycle Candies 


Pour the hot wax into your candle holders. If you do not have a pan with a spout, use 
a small ladle. Wear an oven mitt at this point to reduce the risk of being burned from 
splattering wax.!7] 


How to Recycle Candles 


Place the full candle holders or molds on a flat surface out of the way of foot 
traffic so the wax can harden evenly. Top off candles as needed as the wax settles. 
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Can essential oils be used for the fragrance? 


© Community Answer 
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You can use essential oils, but don't add too much or it'll become too scented. 
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Can | use a double boiler? 


o Community Answer 


Of course. That would definitely prevent the wax from over-heating and would also allow it to 
melt more evenly. 
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Can crayons be used as wax? 
Cy Community Answer 
ab 


Yes, you can use an upright crayon as a candle if you need to, just light the top. Also, you can 
melt them and make them into candles. 
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Can | use string as the wick? 


i Community Answer 
ab 
No; it's very dangerous. 
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How do | safely dispose of used candles? 


@ Community Answer 
a> 


If you don't reuse wax, throw it away. You can scoop it into the garbage with a spoon, or melt or 
freeze to get wax out more easily. Toss the wicks. Clean glass jars and metal tins can be 
recycled curbside in most places. St. Vincent de Paul in Oregon also has a great candle- 
recycling program. 
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If my recycled candles won't burn well, could it be because of the mixture of different 
waxes? 


ba Community Answer 


No. Mixing waxes would not cause the candle not to burn well. It might be the wick you are 
using. 
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Can | melt scented candles into unscented wax? 


cy Community Answer 


iu!» 


Sometimes. It depends on the type of scent originally used. As a test, melt the wax slowly in 
water until completely liquid. Allow the result to cool completely in the pan. Strain out the wax, 
and dump the water. Most, but not all, oil-based scents will be removed this way, though it may 
take repeating this process up to 3 times. 
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Why does my wick burn up long before the wax is halfway gone, even though it was the 
same depth as the jar and wax? 


& Community Answer 
aS 


Air flow, the wick, and the wax, if this is a taller jar. Anything taller than votive size will cause this 
to happen, unless the wick and wax are perfectly matched fuels, preferably with an oil base. 
Also, most waxes are inherently reusable already, and most wicks are made to burn up, so 
when the wax no longer has anywhere to melt to, it suffocates the wick. If the jar is the important 
part for you, either buy 2 and constantly recycle one to the other, or choose an oil candle option 
in the same jar. Otherwise, you can always loosen the remains from the jar and burn it ina 
heatproof open air holder, or remake it into votives. 
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What kind of wick should | use when recycling beeswax? 
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Use a cotton wick, you can make them at home using cotton, but they sell them online as well 
and they're cheap to buy. If you decide to make them at home, then make sure they are dense 
enough and cut to proper size. 
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What do | do if the wick on my recycled candles burns and goes out very quickly? 


‘ ) Community Answer 
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If the wick on your recycled candles burns too quickly, then it may be that you are using the 
wrong type of wick. It may also be that the wick you are using is not treated. See if either of 
these fixes remedy your problem. 
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e Be creative by adding items like seashells, flowers, or plastic figurines to your recycled candles. 
Craft stores will have a variety of small items you can use. Make sure they can withstand the heat 
of the wax. 


e Alternate the coloring in your recycled candles by adding one wax color at a time. Allow the wax 
to get a firm top before adding more wax. Use various colors in each candle to compliment your 
home décor. 
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¢ Do not use any utensils or pans used to make candles for any other cooking purposes. 


Designate them for the candles only. 


Things You'll Need 


Candle holders 
Candle wicks 
Fragrances 
Candle dye 

Flat screwdriver 
Butter knife 
Pencil 

Spoon 

2 Saucepans 


Mesh strainer 


Small ladle 
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candles suit elegant dinner parties. The choice is 
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Cut the wicks to the length(s) desired. Make the wicks as long or as short as you 

would like. However, remember that the wick should be 4-6 inches (10-15 centimeters) 
longer than the candles you are making. A good wick is one that is less flexible than sewing 
thread, but more flexible than wire. Tie one end of the wick to a stick, such as a chopstick or a 
piece of dowel. This stick will be used to help you dip and to hang the candle from to dry. 


MUN l 


How to Make Taper Candles 


Ready your dipping container. The container should be long enough to cover the 
candle size you are making. The more elongated the container, the less wax needed and 
therefore less waste. 


Prepare the dipping area. Dipping can take some effort, so set aside a block of time 
to complete it. If the wax starts to solidify, you will need to melt it again as you go, so 
keep an eye on this. No matter how you have chosen to melt your wax, set up the dipping place 

carefully: 
e Put newspaper down to protect the workspace from splashes. 
e Put the container of melted wax onto a trivet. 
Place this on a sturdy work space at a height suitable for you to work around. 


e 


Ensure that the area is free of obstacles, pets and small children. 


How to Make Basic Taper Candles 


Melt the wax. There are two methods for melting the wax. The first is to melt the wax in a 

double boiler over the saucepan. The second is to allow the wax to melt in a container of 
hot water set to one side. The choice of method depends on how many candles and how large 
the candles, along with how much wax you have to melt. If you are making a lot of candles, it 
will be easier to melt the candles using constant heat over a double boiler. 

e Method 1: 

e Place small chunks of wax into the double boiler. 

e Allow to melt. See temperature notes in "Tips". 

e Keep an eye on it. Also, see "Warnings". 

e Method 2: 

e Place the boiling water in a large container. 

e Place the wax into the boiling water. Ensure that there is enough wax to reach 
the top of the container. Also make sure that the container is sitting one a safe 
place away from heat sources. 

e Allow the wax to melt. You can stir it if needed. 


5 Commence dipping the wicks. Tighten the wick until it is straight. 


e Lower the taper into the melted wax. Cover it with wax. Holding on to the top of the 
wick by its stick, quickly dip it into and out of the melted wax. This must be done rapidly 
up and down, or the wax will slip off the string. The most effective method to ensure 
that the wax stays on, is to set aside each candle when there is a thin layer and then to 
return and dip some more when you reach the last candle and proceed to dip all of the 
candles again. 
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¢ Gently blow on the string after each dip. This helps it to position for cooling in place. 

¢ Note that initially the wax will coat the taper and slowly a taper candle will begin to 
form. Keep dipping patiently to layer on the wax. 

e Reheat wax if needed. 

e Repeat this process as many times as needed to form a width and shape of taper 


candle that you are seeking. 
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How to Make Basic Taper Candies 


Allow the candles to dry. Lay out the taper candles on a "drying rack". Use a small 
cardboard box and lay the sticks over this, with the candles dangling down. Do not let the 
candles touch the ground - suspend them in the air. The candles are done when they are hard 


to the touch. 
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to Make ic Taper 


Trim the wick at both ends of the candle. At the thinner end of the finished taper, 

create a small wick for lighting of about 1/2" (1.2 centimeters). At the thicker end, cut the 
wick as close as you can to the finisher taper. Trim any wax formations that do not form part of 
the taper candle shape. 
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How can | make the candles smoother? 


% 


Make sure the wax is hot. Even if it's melted, it might be too cold and start hardening too soon, 
resulting in the lumps and ridges. Attaching a weight to the bottom of the wick will also help to 
keep the candle straight. You can cut the weight off after the wick has enough wax to stay 
straight. 
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How much beeswax is needed to make 50 taper candles? 


YX Stelios Steliosk 


ab 
If you have a taper candle laying around, weigh it and then multiply the grams by 50. The taper 
candles | make weigh 80 grams, so to make 50 | would need ~4kg of wax (80*50/1000). 
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Tips 


e Break the wax into small chunks to assist it to melt. 
e If you want a perfect shape, try using a mold (see related wikiHow articles). 


e Paper towels, tissues, and toilet paper can be torn into small strips, which can be twisted 
together (very tightly) and braided into progressively larger pieces to make a wick. 


e The temperature of the wax matters, so if you can, have a thermometer to test it. The perfect 
dipping temperature is between 150-165°F (65-75°C). Colder wax can result in unevenly shaped 
tapers and hotter wax can produce bubbles in your candle. 


e If you want to add scent and/or color, add it at the stage when the wax has been melted 
completely. Purchase scents and dyes suitable for candles. 
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All tip submissions are carefully reviewed before being published 


How to Fight Misinformation Online 
Learn how to spot harmful misinformation and protect 
your friends and family in this course from wikiHow 


and I laitad Matiann \Vavibind £ 


Warnings 


e Ifyou are melting the wax over the stove, do not let the wax touch the saucepan - it must remain 
in the top part of the double boiler or you might be subjected to toxic fumes or risk it flaming. 


e Wax doesn't boil-it spontaneously burns-be sure of your flash point and stay under it! 
e Be careful using the boiling water; scalding water can burn skin easily if splashed on skin. 


¢ Do not dip over the hotplate. Remove the boiling water and perform the dipping elsewhere. If 
not, there is a risk of toxic fumes if the wax burns and you may even get enough momentum up 
for a flash fire. Just do not risk it! 


Things You'll Need 


() Boiling water 


() A container that can hold boiling water for dipping the candle; the taller and slimmer, the better 
or you will waste a lot of wax trying to fill it up 


() Wax (paraffin is a good choice) - you will need a lot - fill the dipping container almost to full with 
wax 


() Some kind of string (for use as a wick). You can buy a spool of taper candle wick but you can 
also recycle existing items - see "Tips" for alternative suggestions 
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How to Make H 


Decide what kind of wax you want to use to make your candle. There are several 

different kinds of wax to choose from. One pound of paraffin wax by weight will equal 
approximately 20 oz of liquid melted wax. One pound of soy wax will equal approximately 18 
oz of liquid when melted. One pound of beeswax by weight will equal approximately 16 oz of 
liquid when melted. 


e Paraffin wax is the traditional wax for candle making and is still by far the most 
popular wax. It is good for beginners because it melts quickly, is cheap and is easily 
colored or scented. However, it should be noted that the chemicals that are emitted 
when this wax is melted could be irritating to some people. 

e Soy wax is becoming increasingly popular as it is easy to use, made from soybeans 
and cleans up pretty easily. It is eco-friendly and renewable. Soy wax is also known to 
burn more slowly than most other waxes.!"] 

¢ Beeswax is all natural and has air purifying qualities to it; however, it doesn’t retain 
scent or coloring that well. Essential oils will generally work with beeswax but keep in 
mind that beeswax has its own lovely scent.[2] 

e You can also use old candles that have been burned down or are half-used and 
warped. Using old candles is a great way to recycle wax. Simply melt them just as you 
would melt other wax (see Part Two). 


How to Make Homemade Candies 


Protect your work area before you begin. Unless you have a dedicated area that you 

can get wax on without worrying about it, you should put newspaper, wax paper, or towels 
and rags down on the surface you will be working on. Have some warm soapy water at the 
ready as well in case of spills. 


You Might Also Like 


Cut or shred your wax into chunks or shavings. Smaller chunks of wax melt better 
than larger chunks. By using smaller pieces, you will also ensure that the wax melts at an 
even rate.[3] 
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How to Make Homemade Candles 


Fill a medium or large pot halfway through with water. Make sure there's enough 
room in the pot for a smaller container; you'll be using the smaller vessel to melt the wax 
in a makeshift double boiler. 


Place the wax chunks or shavings in a smaller, heat-resistant container. Place 

this smaller container inside the larger pot, creating a makeshift double boiler. Note: You 
cannot put candle wax directly on heat or it will catch fire or evaporate. Turn the heat to high so 
that the water boils. The boiling water will slowly melt the wax. 


e Keep in mind that wax can be difficult to clean--you may want to purchase a cheap, 
heat-safe pot that you designate specifically for making candles. 


a |. 


Use a thermometer to keep an eye on the temperature of the wax. Youcan 

purchase candy or candle thermometers at a cooking or craft store. If you do not have a 
candy thermometer, you can also use a meat thermometer. Just remember that wax can be 
hard to remove. 


How to Make Homemade Candies 


e Paraffin wax should be melted until it reaches between 122 and 140°F (50 and 
60°C).(4] 

e Soy wax should be melted until it reaches between 170 and 180 degrees (76.6 and 
82.2°C).[5] 

e Beeswax should be melted until it reaches roughly 145 degrees (62.7°C). You can go 
a little bit higher but try not to exceed 175 degrees (79.4°C).!61 

* Old candles should be melted at around 185 degrees (85°C). Remove the old wicks 
with tongs. 
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Add scent to your melted wax. The scent you choose is up to you. Scents such as 

essential oils can be purchased at your local craft store. It is best to read the bottle’s 
directions rather than base the amount you put in on how strongly it smells after the scent has 
already been added. Stir well. 


How to 
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Decoupage Jars 


Add coloring. Normal food coloring will not work in candles because they are water- 

based. Purchase oil-based dyes at your local craft store. You can generally find specific 
candle dyes. Read the bottle for the proper amount of dye to put in to achieve a certain color. 
Add drops of coloring until you have reached your desired color. Stir well. 


Molding the Wax 


How to Make Homemade Candies 


Place a wick in the center of the candle mold. You can use tins, mason jars, old 
teacups, really any sort of container that you know can withstand heat. Metal tins are 
generally the safest way to go but as long as you know your container can stand up to heat, you 
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can really use whatever you like. Place them on a flat surface in your protected workspace 
(such as on a cookie sheet or a cutting board.) The wick should be in the center of the candle 
mold with about two inches sticking out of the candle. Loop the end that will be out of the wax 
around the center of a pen or pencil. Rest the pen across the top of the mold you will be 


pouring your wax into. Make sure the wick hangs down straight into the center of the mold.!7] 


Pour the melted wax into the mold. Pour slowly so that it does not spill over. Make 

sure not to knock the wick out of the mold accidentally. You are the judge of how full you 
want your molds to be. Beeswax will shrink a little once it has cooled so keep that in mind 
when pouring it into your molds. 
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How to Make Homemade Candies 


Cool the wax. It is best to cool them for a full 24 hours if possible. The longer you let 

them cool, the better they will be. 

e Paraffin candles generally take 24 hours to cool. 

¢ Soy candles generally take 4 to 5 hours to cool.!81 

e Beeswax candles generally take 6 hours to cool, but if you can wait, cooling them 
overnight is best.[9 

¢ If you made your candle with old candles, you should only need to let it stand for a 
couple of hours. 


Remove the wax from the mold and trim the wick down to % inch (0.64 


centimeters). This will help contain the flame, as a longer wick will cause the flame to be 
too large. 
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) Community Q&A 


Can | use ordinary string for the wicks? 


fw) Community Answer 


Certainly, you can. The wicks have to be 100 percent cotton though, otherwise they won't burn 
correctly. However, you can get a 100 pack of large wicks for under 10 dollars online. They are 
longer than you will typically ever need, so you will have plenty to work with and sufficient room 
to trim after the candle cools. You basically wouldn't save that much money using string if you 
buy them from the right place. 
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How long should the wick be? 
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Measure the container you are pouring the wax into. The wick should be a couple of inches 
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The wax condenses as it cools, but it also sticks to the edge of whatever you're making a 
candle out of. Once the wax cools completely, top it off with more melted wax. There will still be 
a bit of a bump, but it shouldn't be as bad. 


How'to. 
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How can | use wax from old candles to make new ones? 
cy Community Answer 
4 


Just simply use it as you would use fresh wax. Upcycling your old scented candles with some 
plain wax will make the smell go further. 
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Can | color a candle with melted crayons? 


. Communit 


Yes, that is actually a good idea concidering the fact the crayons are also made of wax, this 
could help you skip cutting the wax, you'd just buy a bunch of wax crayons. (e.g. Crayola). 
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What is the best wax to make long-burning candles? 


Z 


Soy wax can be used to create long-burning candles. 


Helpful 107 Not Helpful 30 


How much fragrance oil | need to make one candle? 
i» 


You typically want between 6-10% fragrance oil (weight) to the amount of soy wax used. So for 
example for every 100 grams of soy wax, you use 6-10 grams of fragrance oil. If you use more 
than 10% fragrance oil, the candle can have trouble setting. You can find the maximum scent 
load of the wax by checking it's product details either online or on the packaging. 


Helpful 62 Not Helpful = 17 


Why do my homemade candles melt so quickly? 


It depends on whether there are air bubbles in the candle or not. If there are, it obviously will 
burn much faster. Try using soy wax, as it is really cheap online and burns slowly. 


Helpful 95 Not Helpful 27 


How do | make a candle without the jar on the outside? 


You can buy moulds for making pillar candles. They have a small hole in the bottom; the wick is 
threaded through this after dipping it in the melted wax and sealed with poster tack. The candle 
is essentially made upside down and once set, you pull the wick to extract your candle. 
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Can you put essential oil as the scent or perfume? 


aS 


Yes, any essential oil works. Some recommendations are lavender, mint, and orange. 
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e You can use citronella essential oil in your candle to create a candle that repels pests such as 
mosquitoes. This can be found in most natural food stores. 


e You can use an old salsa container, shot glass, or beer glass to put the wax in. Basically, any 
glass container will work. You could turn a glass from the beach or some vacation into a candle 
to remember the event. Add crayons or coloring - it makes a great gift, and the person will love 
it. 


e Thicker glass will be less likely to break. Be sure whatever you pick is sturdy enough to handle 
heating. 
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Warnings 


e Melting wax can be a fire hazard. Remember to always burn the candle within your sight, and 
extinguish it when leaving the room. Use extra caution when handling melted wax. 


Things You'll Need 


Melting wax for candle making 

Wick 

Pen, pencil, or large clip 

Molds such as jars or tins 

A double boiler (1 large pot and 1 small pot) 
Water 

Scents (optional) 

Coloring agents (optional) 

Candy or candle thermometer 


Newspaper, cardboard or old cloth to protect your work space 


Warm, soapy water in case of spill 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


Choose a wax. There are a few wax options for making candles, and beeswax, soy, 

and paraffin are among the most popular. Beeswax candles are a natural air purifier, but 
the wax has a high melting point and must be mixed half and half with an oil, such as palm, to 
lower the melting point.!1] 


e Soy is a great vegetable wax option for candles and is readily available online or at 
craft stores. 

e Paraffin wax is a traditional choice for candles, but paraffin is a petroleum product and 
can contribute to poor air quality. 

e Another option is using leftover wax from other candles. Store the wax from candles 
you burn until you have enough to make a new candle. 

¢ Two cups (227.5grams) of wax will yield an eight-ounce candle. !2] 


Gather your supplies. Along with your wax, you will also need a wick, jar, double boiler, 
and a clean, dry towel. For a scented or colored candle, you'll also need dye and 
fragrance. 


e Be sure to buy lead-free wicks. If your wick isn’t attached to a metal base (called a tab 
or sustainer), be sure to purchase one separately. 

e For the jar, you can use a recycled candle jar, mason jar, cleaned out glass jar from the 
kitchen (like a salsa jar), 1 or even an old metal tin. 

e You'll also need something to stir the wax and secure the wick tab in place, such as a 
spoon, chopstick, or skewer. You can also use a clothespin or pencil to secure the wick 
in place while the candle sets. 

e For scented candles, you can either use your favorite essential oils or fragrance oil. 


For colored candles, you can purchase dye chips, blocks, or liquid. Scents and dyes 
can be found at most craft stores or candle suppliers. 
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Melt the wax. Fill the bottom of the double boiler with about an inch (2.5 cm) of water. 
Place the top portion of the double boiler in position and put in your wax. Heat it over Candles 
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medium heat. 


¢ If your wax came in a large block, cut it into smaller chunks before melting it. 
e Always use the double boiler method to melt wax, and never try to melt the wax faster 
at a higher temperature. Wax has a low flash point and can catch fire. [5] 


e Ifyou don’t have a double boiler, you can place a large, heat-safe glass bowl on top of eee 


Candles 


How to 
a metal saucepan and use it as the top portion of the double boiler. Make Candle Wicks 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Stiffen the wick. As the wax melts, hold the wick by the base and dip the wick in and out 
of the wax quickly.!§] Straighten the wick and allow the wax to dry. This will keep the wick 
straight and make it easier to position in the bottom of the candle jar. 


How to Make a Candle 


Secure the wick in place in the jar. Dip the base of the wick into the wax, pull it out, 
and then position the wick base in the bottom center of your candle jar. Use a spoon 
handle, chopstick, or skewer to press it down until the wax dries, holding the wick in place.!7] 
e Lay aclothespin, chopstick, pencil, or skewer across the rim of the candle jar. If you're 
using a clothespin, simply clamp the wick into place so it is straight and centered. If 
you're using a chopstick, wrap the excess wick around the chopstick to keep it in 
place, straight, and centered. 


7 
i 
-» 


° ‘ 
oA 


Color the wax. Stir the wax every so often as it melts. As it’s continuing to melt, chop 
your dye block or chips into small chunks (if you’re using them). Consult the 
manufacturer's instructions regarding how much to use based on the amount and type of wax 
you're using. 
© Once all the wax has fully melted and it's become a clear liquid, remove it from the 
heat. Add in the dye and stir until the dye has melted and been dispersed evenly 
throughout the wax. 


Featured Articles 


How to 
How to Deal With 
Create a Copy of a | Password Reset 
Google Form Harassment 


How to How to 


Add fragrance. Once your wax is off the heat and dyed, allow it to cool for 20 to 30 Get Rid of Writer's | Repair Scratched 
Block Stainless Steel 


minutes before pouring your candle or adding fragrance. This will prevent the wax from 
cracking down the center of the candle, and prevent the fragrance from burning off.{6] 


e Foran eight-ounce candle, add about 10 to 15 drops of fragrance and stir to evenly 


distribute the oil. 
How to How to 
Make Caramel Prepare for a Job 
Sauce Interview 


Pour the candle. Pour the wax into the jar, making sure you don’t pour wax all over the 

top of the wick. Fill the jar, leaving about one-quarter inch of space between the top of the 
wax and rim of the jar (this may not be necessary if you don’t have that much wax). Wrap the jar 
with the clean towel. This will prevent the wax from cooling too quickly, and prevent the candle 
from shrinking and cracking.[19] 


How to Make a Candle 


Let the candle cure. Let the candle set for about 24 hours. This will give the wax time to 
fully dry, and give the dye and fragrance time to bind with the wax. 


¢ Once your candle has cured, remove the towel, remove the clothespin, and trim the 


excess wick to one-half inch.!""] 
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Gather your supplies. Most of the supplies you need to make a pillar candle will be the 

same as what you used for a candle in a jar. The main difference is that because a pillar 
candle stands alone, you will need a mold instead of a jar. A proper candle mold is ideal, but 
you can also use: 


e An old juice box or milk carton with the top cut off. Be sure to clean it with soap and 
water before reusing it as a candle mold. 

e Aclean, empty juice tin 

¢ A muffin tin (to make votive candles) 
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e You can determine how much wax you need based on the size of the jar you're using. 
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Prepare your wick. For a proper candle mold that has a hole in the bottom, thread the 
wick through the hole, then insert and tighten the wick screw. Apply putty to seal the hole 


and prevent wax from dripping out.!12 
e With a DIY mold, dip the wick in wax to straighten it, then dip the base in the wax so 
you can glue it to the center base of the mold. Use a chopstick to press the wick tab 
into place. 
e For either mold type, keep the top of the wick in place with a clothespin or by wrapping 
it around a chopstick sitting across the mold rim. 


Pour the candle. When the wax is ready and the wick in place, pour the wax into the 
mold. Leave a half-inch space at the top of the mold. Allow the wax to cool to a semi- 
solid state, then poke four relief holes around the wick with the chopstick. 


e These will allow air to escape and prevent cracking. Allow the wax to cool to room 
temperature. 


Fill the holes. In the double boiler, reheat the remaining wax to a liquid state again. 


When it has completely liquefied and is good and hot, pour the wax into the top of the 
mold to fill the relief holes. Allow the candle to cool and cure. 
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Remove the candle from the mold. When the candle has set and cooled, it should 


slide out of the mold easily. In the event that it doesn’t come out, refrigerate the candle for 
15 minutes, then try again.!"5] Trim the wick to one-half inch. 
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3 Creating a Vegetable Shortening Candle 
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Gather your supplies. A makeshift DIY candle can be created using vegetable 


shortening, crayons for color, essential oil for aroma, and an old candle jar or mason 
jar 4] 


e Be sure to remove the paper from the crayons before using them. 
e You will also need a double boiler and spoon. 


_" 


Melt your shortening. In a double boiler on medium heat, heat the shortening until it is 
completely liquid. Remove it from the heat. 


wiki 


Add your color and scent. Chop your crayon of choice into small pieces. When the 
shortening is still hot, add the crayon and stir until the color has saturated the shortening. 
Allow the shortening to cool for about 10 minutes, then add your fragrance of choice. 


How to Make 


Prepare the wick and pour the candle. Prepare the wick as you did for the candle in 
a jar. When the shortening is ready, pour it into your jar, leaving about an inch of 
headspace at the top. Let the shortening cool to room temperature and set. 
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You need a way to center it in the bottom of the jar and keep it in place while adding the wax. 
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Can | add coconut oil as the fragrance? 


tw) Community Answer 


Yes, but don't add too much or the candle won't harden properly. 
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For the third method, the DIY makeshift one, do | have to use a double boiler? Why can’t! 
just melt the things in the microwave? 


i! » Community Answer 
ab 


Because wax has a low flash point, using the microwave could set it on fire due to the short 
burst of high heat. It's better to use a double broiler so the wax can melt properly. 
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What can | use as a makeshift wick? 
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100% cotton string or you could use some string dipped in wax. | have seen people dip the 
string and wax and do it but the 100% cotton string would work the best. 
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¢ Do not refrigerate a candle to make it cool faster, as this will cause shrinkage and cracking. 
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e Never try to extinguish a wax fire with water. Only use a proper fire extinguisher, baking soda, or 
sand. 


e Don't pour wax down your sink as it will clog the pipes. 


© Crayons contain dyes and impurities that will likely cause your candle to burn unevenly and 
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1] How do you melt beeswax? 
If you're looking for a fun craft you can do at home, try 


your hand at making your own beeswax candles! You 
can dip, pour, or roll your own candles to use yourself 


[2] What temperature should you pour 
beeswax candles? 


[3] What kind of container should | use for a 


jar candle? 
or to give as gifts. These candles are clean-burning, © Show 9 more... 
all-natural, and give off a sweet, natural honey scent. OTHER SECTIONS 


?) Questions & Answers 
5) Related Articles 


The process is pretty easy, and we're here to help 
answer any questions you might have along the way! 
Just keep a close eye on the beeswax as it melts so it 
doesn't ignite—and never put it in the microwave, or it 
could explode. 


] References 


Article Summary 


How to Make'a Beeswax Candle 


Most people use a double boiler to melt beeswax. 

Break up the beeswax, then put it in the top part of a double boiler. Fill the bottom part 
with water, then bring it to a boil, stirring the wax occasionally with a wooden spoon as it melts. 
If you don't have a double boiler, place a metal bowl or another heat-proof container inside a 
pot filled with water, but make sure the bottoms of the pots don't touch. 

e You can put the wax directly into a pot over the heat, but you have to watch it carefully— 

and stir frequently—to make sure it doesn't scorch. 

e It's best to use a pot that's designated just for crafts—don't use anything you plan to 

cook food in afterward. 


How to Make a Beeswax Candle 


Try a crockpot for an easy solution. 

For a hands-off way to melt beeswax, put a heatproof container filled with beeswax 
inside a slow cooker. Put some water in the crockpot—make sure it doesn't come up to the lip 
of your beeswax container—then leave the crockpot uncovered and put it on high heat for 4-6 
hours. When the wax is completely melted, take it out of the crockpot with a potholder and pour 
it into your candle jars or molds.!"] 

e Don't cover the crockpot—water will get into the wax, which will leave air holes in your 

candle. 

e Don't melt beeswax in the microwave. Because beeswax has a high melting point, it 

could easily catch on fire or explode. !2] 
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Pour the wax when it's about 145-155 °F (63-68 °C). 

Use an instant-read thermometer to keep an eye on your beeswax as it's melting. Ideally, you 
want to pour the wax when it's just melted, but before it gets too hot. If it gets a little hotter than r 
155 °F (68 °C), it's probably okay, but turn the heat down if it gets up to 175 °F (79 °C) or 


more./3] How to 
How to 
Light a Candle 


Create a Mold for 
Candles 


e Beeswax can catch on fire if it gets too hot, so never leave it unattended while it's 
melting. 

¢ If you don't have a thermometer, keep a close eye on the wax and pour it as soon as 
it's fully melted. 


How to Make a Beeswax Candi: 


Opt for something made of metal, ceramic, or thick glass. 
Glass canning jars are a great option, since they're made to be heat-resistant, but you can also 
use things like flower pots or metal tins if that's what you have on hand. Don't use any 
containers that are made of plastic, glass, or wood, or anything that could tip over easily.!4] 
e Also, don't use a container that's wider at the bottom than the top, as it may shatter 
when the candle is burning. [51 


Opt for a coated cotton wick with a metal weight on one end. 
Purchase wicks made of 100% cotton that have been coated with beeswax. The size of your 
wick depends on the size of the candle you're making, but in general, a size 2 square-braid 
wick will work for candles up to about 3 in (7.6 cm) in diameter.!61 
e If you're making a really large candle, like one that's 6 in (15 cm) or more, consider 
using multiple wicks, evenly spaced throughout the candle. 


Sa 
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Carefully pour the melted wax into the jar and let it cool. 

Attach one end of your wick to a metal wick clip and drop it in the center of the jar. Then, wrap 
the other end around a dowel and rest the stick over the mouth of the jar. Once you've melted 
your wax, use potholders to carefully pour the wax into the jar. Then, let the wax harden for 
about 24 hours. 


© Once the wax is dry, cut the wick to about Y%—% inch (0.64—1.27 cm) and remove the 
dowel. 

¢ Most wicks come with wick clips, but if you don't have any, try weighing down the wick 
with a metal paperclip or a small metal nut, instead. Don't use anything flammable like Featured Articles 
paper, plastic, or wood, though! 

e [If you don't have a dowel on hand, you can use any type of stick, like pencil or a 
chopstick. 


Deal With 
Create a Copy of a § Password Reset 
Google Form Harassment 


How to Wear Boots with 
Dye Pasta Jeans 


How to 
Get Rid of Writer's 
Decoupage Jars Block 


Roll a sheet of beeswax tightly around a wick. 
Cut a wick so it's just a little longer than your sheet of wax and lay it just inside one edge of the 
sheet. Fold that edge of the wax up and over the wick, then roll the wax sheet tightly all the way 
to the other edge. When you get to the end of the sheet, squeeze the candle firmly to make 
sure it holds its shape, and you're finished!!7] 

Before you light your candle, trim the wick down so it's about '% in (0.64 cm). 

e As you roll, press the wax slightly so each layer sticks to the layer underneath it, but 

don't push down so hard that it changes the shape of the wax. 
e If you want shorter candles, cut your wax sheets to the length you want them to be 


before you roll them. For instance, you could cut an 8 in (20 cm) sheet of wax in half to 
make two 4 in (10 cm) candles. 


= 
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Make taper candles by dipping wicks in melted wax. 

Melt your wax in a container that's a little taller than you want your candle to be. As the wax 
melts, cut the wicks to about 3 times the length you want the candles, then tie a metal nut to 
each end of the wick. Fold the wick in half and hold the ends so they're separated, then dip 
both ends into the melted wax at the same time. Let the wax cool for a few minutes, then 
repeat the process until the candles are the size you want them.[1 


e Ifyou want 7 in (18 cm) candles, melt enough wax to fill a container that's 9 in (23 cm) 
tall up to about 2 in (5.1 cm) from the top. Also, cut your wicks so they're 21 in (53 cm) 
long. 

e When you're finished, use your hand to flatten the bottom of the candle while the wax is 
still warm, then cut the two candles apart. 

e Ifyou find that it's hard to hold the ends of the wick apart while you're dipping them, cut 
a notch into a 2 in (5.1 cm) wide piece of wood and place the center of the wick into 
the notch./9] 


iy) How do you make beeswax votive candles? (@ download Article 


Pour the melted wax into cardboard molds. 

To make your own beeswax tealights or votive candles, use empty toilet paper or paper towel 
tubes. As you melt your wax in a double boiler, line a baking sheet with the tubes. Place a wick 
in the center of each tube, then wrap the wicks around a dowel and rest the dowel on top of the 
cardboard. When the wax is melted, carefully pour it into the tubes and let it harden, then cut 


away the cardboard tubes once the wax is dry.!"9] 


e You can also use a cardboard egg carton if you want to make smaller candles! Avoid 
using styrofoam, though, as the hot wax could melt it. 

e Ifyou'd like, you can purchase candle molds, but there's no need to buy anything 
special if you don't want to! 
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Some people do this to help the beeswax burn more evenly. 

Because beeswax burns at such a high temperature, tunnels can start to form in the candle as 
some parts of the wax get hotter than others. By mixing 1 part coconut oil to 4 parts beeswax, 
the candle might burn more slowly and evenly. Just melt the coconut oil in a separate container, 
then stir it into the beeswax once the wax is fully melted. [11] 


¢ The coconut oil might also help prevent the candle from cracking, since the beeswax 
will be less likely to stick to the outside of the jar as it cools.!'2] |t will also be easier to 
take any leftover wax out of the jar once you're finished with the candle.!15] 


e If you want to make your candle out of pure beeswax, that's totally fine! 


How do you make beeswax candles smell (Download article 
stronger? 


Add essential oils to the wax once it's melted. 
Most people don't add any fragrance to beeswax candles because they have a natural honey 


scent that's really nice. However, if you do want to make a scented candle, you can add 1 gram 
(about 20 drops) of essential oil for every 1 Ib (0.45 kg) of beeswax that you've melted. Stir in 
the fragrance after the wax is fully melted, right before you pour it into your molds or 
containers.!"41 


© How long do beeswax candles take to set? (@ vowntoad article 


—<£ } 


How to Make a Beeswax Candle 


Let them cool and dry for at least 24 hours. 

If you poured your candles into glass containers, you should be able to see the color of the wax 
change as it dries. Typically it will take about a day for the wax to harden. However, if you 
poured a really large candle, or if you can't see inside the container, it may be best to wait 48 
hours before you light the candle, just to be sure it's completely dried. 


e Ifyou made a rolled beeswax candle, you can burn it right away. 
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This happens because the wax cools too quickly. 

The main reason for that is pouring the wax when it's too hot—a high starting temperature 
means it will drop rapidly once it's poured and resting a room temp. To avoid that, pour the wax 
when it's somewhere between 145-155 °F (63-68 °C).[15] 
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Yes. Add them to the melted wax. Play with the number of drops until you reach the scent level 
you like. 

Helpful 0 NotHelpful 0 


Ask a Question 


What is your question? 


How to 
Make Caramel 
Sauce 


a 
How to 
Communicate 
Better With a 


Girlfriend 


Take a Screenshot 
on a Mac 


Submit a Tip 


All tip submissions are carefully reviewed before being published 


Your tip here 


A Warnings 


e Never leave beeswax unattended while it's melting, or it could ignite. 
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